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Neither the current tactics nor the s%r;tegic goal of the Communist
parties of the world = and of the Soviet Union - can be adequately
understood without some knowledge of the basic "philosophy" or theory
of the century-old revolutionary Marxist movement, The publication of
the Communist Manifesto exactly one hundred years ago (January, 1848)
initiated the era.of "scientifie" socialism, socialism professedly
based not upon a sentimental attachment to the vision of a humanitarian
future nor upon a program of "social reforms" within the structure of
capitalist society,Abut upon a series of "scientific" analyses of the
dynamics of capitalist society and a "proof" of its inevitable eollapse,
accompanied by a vague program of the post-capitalist development of a
socialist society. The joint authors of the Manifesto, Karl Marx and
Friedrich Engels, gave the movement its revolutionary Bible in a series
of several major and countless minor writings which have been drawn
upon, in one fashion or another, by almost all socialist movements of
the past seventy-five years, During the early years of this century
Marx's theories and program were expounded and amended by Lenin, the
leader of the revolutionary (or Bolshevik) wing of the Russian Social
Democratic Party, and with the successful assumption of power by this

Party faction in the October Revolution of 1917, the basic writings of

Lenin were added to the canon, and Marxism-Leninism became the revoluticnary

theory of the twentieth=~century Communist movement. A few additions

and some rigid reformulations of basic concepts by Stalin completed

the theory of Marxism~Leninism-Stalinism, which today gives to the
Communist movement its world view, its guide to action, and its ultimate

goal,

Origins of Sociglism and Communism
Socialism, in its special sense of a movement aiming at the
collective organization of the community in the interests of all

its members by means of the common ownership and collective control

of the means of production and exchange, developed in the early 19th
century as a result of the combincd offect of the developing factory

system produced by the Industrial Revolution and the ideas of Liberty,

Equality, and Fraternity cngendered by the French Revolution of 17899/,
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The first socialists were the so-called utopian socialists (Robert Owen
in England, Fouricr, St. Simon, Proudhon in France) who advanced

various prescriptions for the cooperative control of industry (villages
of cooperation, national workshops, communal estétes) which were
designcd to eliminatc the poverty and unemployment of capitalist society
and to achieve a society in which all men (and women) would have the
opportunity to dovelop their facultics to the utmost degrec. The

words "socialism" and "socialist" werc first employed in English about
1830 to describe these idecalistic reformers,

Utopian socialism held first place in the "radical" or reformist
movements of western Europe up to the 1840's, when Marx and Engels
began preaching their anti-utopian, "scientific" socialism. Marx
derided the utopians as sentimental drcamers for belicving that the
"natural laws" of socialism simply had to be cxpounded to the propertied
classes to be adopted and that no struggle would be required to achicve
socialist socicty. Marx's "scicntific proof" of the incvitable collapsc
of the capitalist system of private proporty, his insistent proaching
of the necossity for revolutionary action to break the powor of the
ruling class, and his gradual success in gaining the accoptance of
his thcorics by working-class groups and partics in the fifties and
sixtics spelled the end of utopian socialism as a political force,
and "Marxism" has become an intogral part of the workers' political
and eoconomic movement,

Afteor the liquidation of the European rcvolutionary movements of
1848, and tho subsequent political reaction, socialism of any sortl
survived only as the creced of isolated sects until the organization
in 1864 of the International Working Men's Association (The First
International) under the tutclage and theoretical direction of Marx
and the succeeding development of inereasingly strong national workers!
parties in the countrics of Europe: the Social Domoeratic Labor Party
of Germany (1875), the French Socialist Party and, after its failure
in the Paris Commune of 1871, the Parti Ouvrier (1875-6), the illegal
Russian Social Democratic Party (1898), etec. The movements out of

which these parties grew were more often called "Communist" in their
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earlybstages, and the terms "socinlist" and Mcommunist! may for that
period be considercd broadly synonomous,

The Marxist socialist movement gradunlly developed, about the
turn of the century, a basic split in the method to be followed in
achicving socialist socicty, The revolutionary tactics clearly advocated
by Marx werc substantlally "revised" or modified, particularly in the
British and Gorman partics (revisionism, reformism), and peaceful
parlismentary methods of legal and constitutional reform were advocated
by most of the "Social=-Democratic" and "Labor" parties of the Marxist
persuasion, with "revolutionary" groups generally in the minority. The
historically mest significdnf split.éééurred in the Russian Soeial Dero-
sratie Party in 1903. The Ménshevik. ("minority") faction advocated eollabo-
ration with niddle-class parties in establishinmg a cométitutional republic
as a step to socialism, whilc the Bolshevik ("majority") faction under
Lenin stood for a rovolutionary transformation of Tsarist Russia to be
carried out by the "dictatorship of the prolctaricth$' Both groups
quoted Marx ~- the Mensheviks in accordance with the revised practices
of the West Europecan social democrats, and tho Bolsheviks adhering to

¢

the revolutionary ideas of the Communist Manifesto of 1848 and the

various pronouncements of tho International Working Men's Association,
The first (March) Russian Revolution of 1917, carried through
with the collaboration of Menshoviks, Social Revolutionarics and
middle-class Liberals, cormanded tho universal support of Socialists
in all countrics. The second (October) Revolution, by which the
Bolsheviks, aided by a section of the Social Revolutionaries, seized
power and proclaimed the "dictatorship of the proletariat", sharply
divided European Socialism, The division was accentuated when the
Bolsheviks, having cstablished themselves in power, proclained thomsclves
the Cormunist Party, established a now (Third) Communist International
in opposition to the Social Democratic Sccond International, and sct
out to foster a world revolution on principles which they professed to
derive dircctly from Marx's writings, and cspeeially fron the Communist

Manifesto of 1848, The new Soviet Communist leaders then denounced the

Social Democrats as "social traitors", guilty of the sin of repudiating

-3 -
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Marxism and collaborating with the bourgeoisie for the maintenance

of capitalism; and the Social Democrats retorted by attacking the
Cormunists as tyrants who had crushed out liberty and denocracy in
Russia, and had imposed their will by force on the mass of the common
people,

European socialisn as a whole was split by this conflict, with
significant ninorities, fractions, and groups breaking out of the old
Sociallst and Social-Democratic parties and forning new Communist
Parties adhering to the Third Internntional, The sharp divisions
in the socialist movement helped prepare the way for fascism in Italy
and Gernmny, and both Socinlist and Communlst parties found themselves
i d-pressed by authoritarian govermments of central and eastern
furope, The existence of a comnon enerny helped somewhat to produce
local and temporary accormodation and collnboration, but even the war-
tine resistance effort foiled to affect the basic hostility of the two
warring canps. The tentative post-war sparring between the two canps
in 1945~7 was abruptly terminated with the restatement, in the recent
Nine-Party Cominform declaration, of the basic hostility of the revo-

lutionary to the "democratic" Marxists.

Inportance of Theory in the Cormunist Movenent

Marxist theory is not simply a collection of political beliefs and
econonic dognas, but a complete social philosophy which not only purports
to explain all aspects of hunan soclety but alsc dictates what action
must be taken to assist history in achieving the "incvitable" goal of a
socialist society., Marxist theory is therefore "not a dogma, but a
guide to action", ~nd the inscparability of theory and action has been
heavily stressed by Marx, Lenin, and Stalin,

"Theory becomes 2 material forece as soon as it has captured
the masses,”  (Lenin)

"Without a revolutionary theory there can be no revolutionary
novenent,"  (Lenin)

"Theory,...alone can give to the movement confidence, guidance,
strength and undorstanding of the inner relations between
events; it alone can help practice to clarify the process

and direction of class movenents in the prescnt and necar
future,!  (Stalin)

- -
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Since theory determines the correcct strategy and toctics of the prole-
tarian novement, a major responsibility of the Communist Party is to
preserve the correct theory and apply it accurately to the strategy
and tactics of the revolutionary movement, testing it always in the
crueible of revolutionary activity:

"The role of the vanguard con be fulfilled only by a party
that is guided by an advanced theory."  (Lenin)

"Revolutionary theory is the generalization of the expericnce
of the labor movenent in all countries." (Stalin)

A large part of the Soviet Cormunist offort in the past thirty
years has been directed at the nmaintenance of a unifornly intcerpreted
theory inside the world novermcent, In alnost the entire 20th contury
discussion of Marxist thecory the writings of Marx and Engeles and
Lenin have been quoted with fundamentelist regularity, This pose of
orthodoxy has, howcver, not precluded theorctical conclusions determined
more by the stroteglc or tactical nccds of the monmont then by the

actual words or intended meoning of Morx and Engels,

Theory in the Party

The Cormunist Party demands that cvery leader be a eonpetent
Marxist theoretician--in party parlance, he rwust be "politiecally
nature", There are usually, however, among the top party leaders
one or nore nen who are accepted by their colleagucs as the nost
conpetent "Marxist dialectlcians" and who are loocked to for final
theoretical interpretations of o situation or a policy: for exanple,
Stalin and now Zhdanov in the CPSU, Duclos and Fajon in the CP France,
Aloxonder Bittelman (and V, J. Jerome nnd Robert Weinstone) in the
CPUSA,

All Party functionnries are oxpected to have a basic understanding
of Marxist theory and be able to "guide" the thinking of Party members
under their supcrvision, Errors Porty functionaries cormit are frequently
ascribed to "political irmaturity", that is, lack of understanding of
Marxist theory, In the case of the Party rank-and-file, the Party
constantly atteompts to "educate" all its members through study groups,
lcctures, group discussion, and sclf-study, with the main cmphasis

throughout on theory., The basic reading for the rank and file of the

”
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Party membership is The Short History of the CPSU, Stalin's

Probleng of Leninism, and the Party press--not only the daily

newspaper which all Party members must rcad, but also its weekly

or nonthly theoretical publications, Both functionaries and members
arc oducated in Marxist theory, not only at the regular Party schools,
but often in "special" schools at the regional level which are almost
exclusively dedicated to theoreotical education, In scme countries
non-Party "study groups", usually comprising whitc-collar workers, are
ostablished to provide thecoretical cducation for "sympathizing" non-
Party members or for nembers who, for a variety of reasons, do not

carry a Party card.

Appcal and Strength of the Marxist Theory

Marx's social philosophy roflcctod the rise to consciousness

and finally to political power of the working=-class. Marx set hin-
self, first, to interpret derocracy and liboralism as ideologies poculiar
to the middlo classes, and secondly to create a social philosophy for
the working-class, or proletariat. His detailed criticisnm of capitalist
society and his call o action for the world proletariat has exerted an
enorrous appeal not only to members of the industrial working class but
also to countless "intellectuals" of the bourgeois class whom Marx
assailed, It is of some importance to recognize the major factors in
the Marxist approach to 1life which are primarily rosponsible for this
appeal,

In nany rcspects Marxisn exerts the attractions normally found
in the major religions, the religion in this case promising Paradise
on this side of the grave, For the believer, Marxism represcnts o
system of ultimate ends giving the full meaning of life and providing
absolute standards for judging cvents and actions, and at the sane tine
proscribes a plan of salvation which acts as a guide to these conds,
With all its protended scientific and rational approach to the problens
of socicty, there is throughout Marx and modern Marxist theory a
powerful elcront of emotionnl exeltation: the so-called "scientifie"

socialisn of Marx actually cnds up very close to blind faith,
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Within this "religious" context a brsic appeal of Marxisn is
the absolute dogma that Morxisn is_true, that it simply forrulates
the ingvitable course of history and therefore invites the belicver
to coopernte in the ineﬁitable narch of eivilization, The dogma that
socialism 1s inevitable, irrespective of human dosirés or will,
possesses a strong attraction for thosc who arc temperamentally
disposecd tobsuﬁordinate themselves to o superior force,

The primar& appeal of Lommunist doetrinc is, of céursa, to those
elements of ;ociety who receive the smnllest material sharc of the
bénofits aceruiﬁg fron the capitalist system, It offers to the many
who feel thwarted aﬁd ill=treatcd an explanstion of their failure
and arrays on its side ali thosc who take oxcoption to one or another
aspect of soclety as it is currcntly constituted, There is little
qﬁcstion that one of the mnjof strengths of Marxism is 1ts encrgetic
appeal to familiar faets (unemployment, bad heusing, crises, cte,)
which helps cnormously in obtaining agrcement on the cxplnnation.which
Marxisn gives to those facts, The uneritically ninded "rmasses" can
hardly be expected to supply.conplicated alternative exnlanations of
these sane facts,

Finally, one nust not underestirate the appeal which any dynonmie
and’ ungompronising revolutionary progran holds for many individuals
and many groups in any period, but more particularly in the unstable
and challenging eonditions of the 20th century, It capitalizes upon the
impulse to action of the born radical, of the fﬁnatic, of the severoly
repressed, The more unstable the conditions in any soéiety and the
greater the want or distress, the stronger the appcal of the extremist

whether of the Left or the Right,

Critiguc of Marxist Theory

The Marxist-Leninist=Stalinist doctrine 1s presented in the
following pages in a series of ninetecen propositions, or sumnry state-
ments, which arc briefly discussed and illustrated fronm the thoorctieal
toxts of Marxisn, The principal statements of theory and their broader
significancc have peen presented as objectively and "eorroctly" as is

possible for o non-Marxist, The task of reducing the complicated

Approved For Release 1999/08/24 : CIA-RDP78-02646R000400220001-9

——— . - - ‘ |



. .  Approved For Release 1996“78-02646R000400220001-9

fornulas and analyses of Marxist theory to a simple and ccrnonical

forn is not casy, and cxpert Marxists would no doubt find distortions
and inadequacics in the presentation of thelr favorite political,
econonic, or revolutionary doctrines, It is nonctheless felt that

the nineteen propositions as stated and annotated adequately fornulate
the main outlines of Cormunist theory in relatively understandable

terns for readers who arc not acquainted with the-distinctive vocabulary
and eomplicated dialectics of Marxist thinking,

It would be an unwisc complirent to the Morxist view of 1life to
pernit many of 1its propositions to stand without evaluation or criticisn,
In nany cases, the recader will immediately grasp for himself the
unfounded assumption; the disagreencnt with fact, the prejudiced per-
spective, and the errors of prophesy which so richly decorate the pages
of Marxism, It is, however, beyond the scope of this paper to present
a detailed analysis of the ecrrors, confusions, assumptions, and incon-
gsistencies of Marxism~Leninism-Stalinism, particularly since the thcory
itself is herc presented in highly simplified terms, It 1s nonetheless
desirable to providec an overall evaluntion of its principal weakneosscs
and defects, with appropricte rcferences to the pertinent propositions
presented in the text, The critigque can thorefore be only partially
understood until the main points of the theory itsclf have bcen absorbed,

The principal weakness of revolutionary Marxist theory is its rigid,
dognatic, and uncritical fornulation of a scrics of assunptions, and
assunptions only, into a set of "inevitable", neccssary "laws": the
pages of Marxism are larded with constant repetitions of "irresistible",
"deterministic", "iron ncecssity", "universal, "absoluto", "infallible",

"ecompulsive™, As the theory has developed fron the Communigt Manifesto

on, its formulas, abstractions, and hypothecses have become progressively
nore and norc hardened to the point where analyscs and statemonts of Marx,
Lenin, and Stalin are, nust be, accepted as gospel truth: gquotations
fron the Marxist "Bible" sinply cannot be challenged or amended, only
accepted and applied, This purportedly "scientific" theory, by any
standards whateover, does not satisfy the nost clementary requirencnts

of the scientific method, or cven of common scnse. To illustrate only

with o few of the nmore conspicuous cases:
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The Dialogtical Mothod (para,2) is basic to all Communist
political and economic analysis: although nature nnd
society display conflicts, "eontradictions", or "opposites"
(not a novel discovery of Marxisn), acceptance of this
hypothesis (unproved, ndturally, since it is impossible)
as the sole "law" of davclopment in a sinple 1-2-3
Succession ignores fact and limits theoory to a completely
unrealistic view of the historical process,

The Materiglist Interprotation of History (para, 3), "the
central point arcund which the entire network of idocs...
turns" (Lonin), was never advanced by Marx to assort
that cconomic forcos are gxelusively responsible for all
oevents and changes in hunan socicty, but tho subscquent
adpost oxclusive cnphagis ~n this nne factor nakes the
Marxist blind to the inportance of countless other
factors, the recognition of whoso oxistence would vitiate
a great nany Marxist amalysos: religious fanaticisn,
dynastic ambition, tribal or racial hatred, "individual
caprice", cte,

The Doctrine of Class Strugsle (para, 4) tokes the crneept

of "social classes" (a erncept not new with Marx and

which any historian normally accepts) and converts it

into a single, exclusive focus for all social and political
fact, The Marxist's norrow view of "classes" and class~
divisions nisscs reality on two major counts: (1) no such
watertight division exists, say, betwecn the people (and
their descendants) who are supposed to be "capitalists!
once and for all, and others who are supposed to be
"proletarians! once and for all (a characteristic feature
of niodern "classes" is the incessant rise and fall of
individual fanilies inte and out of the "upper" and

"lower" classes and the growth of a large "middlo" class);
(2) Melass antogonisn" is highly exaggerated in the case
of recent capitalist socicty since the relation between
classes 1is normally one of cooperation, however argunentative,

for a common good,

-9 -
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The econonic arguncents ndduced as proof for the Inevitoble

Breakdown of Capitnlism rest upon a completely inacceptable

theory (Labor Theory_of Value, para. 7 ), o deduction

frenm this theory (Theory of Surplus Value, para. 8)

which can itself be challenged on o number of grounds,

a statistically disproved "law" (Law of the Diminishing

Bate of Profit, para. 9), and a completely erroncous

forecast (Theory of the Growing Misery of the Proletariat,

para, 11): the constant improvenents over the past
century in tho positlon of the worker under capitalisn
presents the strongest ovidence against the cntire Marxist
cernonic analysis dedicated to proving tho "inevitable"
collapse of the capitanlist systen.

The Marxist prides himsclf on the ability which his "scientific"
thoory gives hin to understand the basic forces at work in a given
situation and to forecast their "inevitable" course of develeprment. It
is then a fair test of Marxist theory to neasure its success in prophesy=-
ing history=~-~and its rccord of failurc here is cnormous and not to be
clouded over by the fact thnt Lenin and Trotsky made some brilliant
"guosses" in the Russia of 1917. Even in the first stages of Marxist
analysis, from 1848 on, Marx and Engels wore misled countless times
(by trade depressions, nationalistic revolts, international wars) to
foresec both "bourgenis" and "proletarian" revolutions just around the
corner — in each casc they fizzled, and retrospective analyses of why
soclety did not behave the way it wrms supposed to sinmply underlined the
inadequacy of the "theory" to provide "scientifie" analyses and forccasts,
The rccord of Bolshevik theoretical loadership after the October Revolution
in Russia is characterized by even grosser, and in this case bleody,
failures in recognizing "revolutionary situations". The Comintern began
its carcer with a scries of grotesgue errors based upon completely faulty
analyses: fron the abortive putsches and "revolutions" in Germany up to
1923, the fiasco of the Soviect Republic in Hungary, and the ill-conceived
march on Poland in 1921 to the theoretically and strategically inept
direction of the Chinese Revolution in 1927, Thore is little reason to
supposc that history has appreciably adapted itself to Marxist theory in

the course of the past twenty years,
- 10 -
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Perhaps the greatest theoretical weakness of Gormunist theory,

gven from the Marxist point of view, is its failure to provide anything

rmore than a hazy, utopian promise of a distant Paradise as the final
goal of all Cormunist effort, Marx himself ncver provided anything
tangible on the institutions, mothods, or mochanisms of the socialist,
or commuist system, nor even on the nature of the dictatorship of the
proletariat which is destined to usher in socinlist socicty., He stops
short with the successful end of the proletarian revolution, the scizurc
of power, nnd the oxpropriation of private property, It is precisely
here, as the Bolsheviks found out, that the roal problems bcgin--and
the "theory" has nothing but a few brand formulas to offer., This is
utopla - building with a vengeance, and the truc Marxist would be
Justified in resenting tho fact that his theory, howover "scientifie!
for the destructive phasc of Ccrmunist action, leaves hin as nuch a
sentinental idenlist or Mutopian" in the ernstructive phaso as those
carly French and English "utopian socialists" whon Marx assailed with
such vehenence a century ago,

This theorctical inadequacy is publicized by the enormous gulf
that exists botween the brond formulas nf Marxisn for tho periocd of the
prolotarian dictatorship and the course of evonts in the only actual
proletarian dictatorship so far realized. Marxist theory and Bolshcvist
practice arc strange bedfellows, Whatever the Bolshovik theoreticans
have had to say about domestic policy changes and the difficulties for
the "Sociaiist Fathorland" living in a Ycapitalistic oneirclenent!, the
present spectacle of Soviet Russia should provide ample testinony to
the reaning for hunan progress of the Corrunist utopia., Step~by-step
the Revolution has adopted both "feudal-absolutist" forms of government
and "bourgenis~-capitalist" economie prineiples and practices to support
its held over the "toiling mnssos" of Soviet Russia, while its "progressive"
social referns in most cases do not reach the levels attained by the
"bourgeois denocracies" of the reactionary world, The final test of
theory, by Marxist standards, lies in practico: the theory is there to
read, the practice there to see, The Morxist roads the theory which thus

far has frequently blinded him to the reality.

-11 -
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DOCTRINE OF THE CLASS STRUGGLE: MARX's THEORY OF HISTORY

Materialism 1. THE DEVELOPMENTS OF HUMAN HISTORY, IN COMMON WITH THE

HISTORY OF THE PHYSICAL WORLD ITSELF; ARE EXCLUSIVELY DETERMINED
BY MEASURABLE MATERIAL FORCES WORKING ON HUMAN BEINGS,

The basic philosophical position of Marxism assumes that nothing
exists except matter and its movements and changes, and that the history
of the human race is detérmined by these material forces to the complete
exclusion of such non-material, or spiritual, forces as "God", "Providence",
a "universal will", an "absolute idea", etec, It stands in direct
opposition to any form of philosophic Idealism which, in general,
maintains that "ideas" (inside the humaen mind or in the mind of some
supernatural deity) are the only true reality, and that material things
merely reflect these "ideas", Marxism is thus directly opposed to both
the Christian and the philosophical concepts underlying European and
American political and moral values,

For the Marxist, the "mind", "soul", or "spirit" is the product
of matter and has no separate or superior existence:

"There is nothing in the world but matter and motion,"  (Lenin)
"Matter is primary. Sensation, thought, consciousness are

the supreme product of matter organized in a particular

way." (Lenin)

The Marxist is clearly hostile to any form of religion or belief

in a supernatural being exerting influence on the world or human affairs:
"There are no things in the world which are unknowable, but
only things which are still not known, but which will be
disclosed and made known by the efforts of science and
practice," (Short History)
"Religion is the opium of the people." (Marx)
"God is (from the historical and practical standpoint)
primerily a complex of ideas begotten by the crass sub-
missiveness of man, by external nature, and by class
oppression-—ideas which tend to perpetuate this sub-
missiveness, to deaden the force of the class struggle...
Now (1913), both in Europe and in Russia, gvery advocacy
or justification of the idea of god, even the most subtle,

even the best-intentioned, is a justification of reaction,"
(Lenin)

"Socialism,..enlists science in the struggle against
religious obscurity and emancipates the workers from
belief in a life hereafter by welding them together
for a real fight for a better life on earth," (Lenin)

-12 -
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This "scientific meterialism" also leads to a precise stand on the

age-old issue of "free will": the problem of whether men can make "free"

choices or decisions independent of the material forces around them,

Marxism does not stand for a rigid determinism which would not permit

any frcedom of choice or decision (such a fatalism would make it pointless

for any one to attempt to do anything), but maintains that free will can

operate only within the possibilities allowed by material forces and

material laws which operate with "blind necessity". The Marxist holds

that he alone understands these matorial forces and laws and is accordingly

the only one who can make "froc" or intclligent decisions:

"Freedom is the apprecciation of neccssity,,.Freodom of
the will therefore means nothing but the capacity to
make decisions with real knowledge of the subjcct," (Marx)

"...until we know a law of naturc, it, existing and acting
independently and outside our mind, makes us slaves of
'blind necessity', But once we know this law, which

acts independently of our will and our mind, we become the
lords of nature," (Lenin)

The Marxist is, thercfore, in his own view the only truc "scientist"

of naturc and society,

Dialectics

2, THESE MATERIAL FORCES WCRK THEMSELVES OUT IN HUMAN HISTORY
BY A DIALECTICAL PRCCESS: BY THE CONFLICT OF THE CONTRADICTIONS
OR OP 'OSITES INHERENT IN NATURE AND SOCIETY AND THEIR RESOLUTION

INTO A NEW AND "HIGHER" CONDITION.

Dialectics*®, essentially the process of working out the contradictions

within naturc and socicty, is based on the following principles:

Nature is a connected unified whole in which all things
arc organically ccnnccted with ecach other.

Nature is in a state of continucus movement and change.

Development is not a simple proccss of growth, but a process

in which minor, imperceptible quantitative changes {(e.g. water
becoming ice or steam) pass into qualitative changes rapidly

and abruptly.

Internal contradictions arc inherent indll things, and the
struggle between thesc contradictions or opposites constitutes
development (c,.g., in biology, the strugele for existence; in
physics, action and roaction, movement of electrons and protons,
positive and negative cleetricity; in socicty, the class struggle;
cte.). Consequently, the Marxist feels that nothing can be under-
stood if taken by itsclf; that what appears stable and durable in
naturc or socicty is not as important as that which is arising
and developing; and that development is pot a gradual, steady
progress, not a "harmonious unfolding" of phenomena, but a scries
of sudden "leaps" and'revolutions,"

*Dialectics, with the Grecks, was the art of arriving at the truth by dis-
closing tho contradictions in an argument and overcoming thom by a superior
synthesis, )

- 13 -
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A11 1ife and history are thus in constant movement - a movement
of dynemic change — and humnnity is viewed as moving "upward" along a
zigrag path following an iron "law of motion": evory event or state of
things (thesis) has within it the seed of its own destruction, its opposite
or contradiction (antithesis or negntion) which develops in conflict with
it, and issues in a new and higher synthesis ("ncgation of the negation"),

"Gontradiction is the root of all motion and of all life."
(Hegel)

"What Marx and Engels call the dialectical method,,. is nothing
more or less than the scientific method in sociology, which
consists in regording society as a living organisn in a constant
state of development,..., the study of which requires an
objective analysis of the rclations of production that constitute
the glven social formation and an investigation of its laws

of functioning and development." (Lenin)

"To the dialectical philosophy, nothing is final, absolute,
or sacrod; cverything is transient, subjecet to an uninter-
rupted process of beeoming and disappearing, of an uncnding
ascent from the lower t¢ the highor," (Engels)
The dialcetical philosophy is fundamehtal to the entire position of
Marx, Lenin, Soviet communism, and rovolutionary Marxists in general - it
provides the theorctical basis for the "theory of the class struggle",

furnishes "scientific proof" of the nccessity for revolutionary change,

and guarantces the finality of conrunigt socicty as the goal of humanity.

Materialist 3, THE BASIC CONFLICTS OF THE DIALECTICAL PROCESS IN HUMAN
Interpretation
of History SOCIETY OPERATE IN TERMS OF THE CHANGING FORCES OF PRODUCTION

(TOOLS, MACHINES) WHICH PLACE MEN IN CERTAIN RELATIONS WITH
OTHER MEN ("PRODUCTION RELATIONSY); THESE PRODUCTION RELATIONS
DETERMINE THE SOCIAL, POLITICAL, AND INTELLECTUAL PROCESSES

OF LIFE,

From the viewpolnt of dialectical materiolism, the history of society
is a seicnce based on the study of the "laws of developnent" of socicty;
the matorial life of socicty is primary, its "spiritual" lifc a sccondery
rofloetion of the material lifc, The ideas, political institutions, legal
systens, religions, arts, cte,, of any socicty arc "formed" by the con-

ditions of its rmaterial or cconomic life,

What are thesc "conditions of material life of society", Not, says
the Morxist, geographical environnent or the growth of population, but

the techniques for procuring the means of life (food, clothing, housos, ete).

- 14 -
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To produce these goods men and instruments of production (tools, machines,
ote,) are necessary, and in the process of production men enter into

relationships with cach other, Together, these represcont the mode of

production which is alwnys in a state of change and development by
changes in the productive forces (stone tools ~ metal tools = handicrafts -
manufacture — machines - large-scale machine industry) which bring about

changes in the production relations. Five types of production relations

have existed in human society:

primitive communisme cormunity owns the means of production, labor
is in common.

slavery . slave—owners own the meons of production and
the worker.
feudal system . foudal lord owns the means of preoduction and

partially owns the worker (serf).

capitalist systom & capitalist owns the moans of production, but
not the worker who is "free", yet must scll
his labor power to the capitalist.

socioty owns the moans of production and all
workers "cooperate" in the process of production.

socinlist syston

ae

The primary factor dotermining tho history of socicty and tho
conditions in any onc socicty is accordingly the econonic factor: the
relationship between men (master and slave, lord and serf, capitalist
and worker) involved in the process of producing gotds. Marx himsclf
nover held that the cconomic factor alone produced all tho other character-
istics of a society, but that it determined the origin of its political,
social, and intcllectual clements - it wds the strongest, most
elemontal, and most decisive" factor,

n,,.what individuals arc depends upon the conditions
of material production," (Lenin)

", .,the intclloctusl behavior of human beings arises
as the dircet outcome of their material behavior," (Marx)

The entire fabric of any socicty (forms of government, lognl systom,
roligion, cthics, economic theory) therefore reflocts the valucs of the
ruling class, the class which owns tho means of production:
"Poople always were and always will be the stupid victims
of deceit and self=-deccit in politics until they learn to
discover the intorggts of some class behind all moral,
religious, politieal and social phrascs, declarations and
promiscs.....cvery old institution, however barbarous and

rotton it may appear to be, is naintained by the forces of
some ruling classes..." (Lenin)

-15 -
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"Just as man's knowledge reflocts nature,.., which exists
independently of him, so man's gocial knowledge (i,e,, the
various views and doctrines--philosophical, religious,
political, and so forth) reflects the economic system of
society," (Lenin)

So, for capitalist society:
"Taken as a whole, the professors of economics are nothing
but scientific salesmen of the capitalist class, while the
professors of philosophy are scientific salesmen of the
theologians." (Lenin)
"esothe ruling bourgeoisie,..devotes hundreds of millions
of rubles from the profits squeezed out of the toilers
to the support of religion," (Lenin)
", ..bourgeois science and philosophy,..are officially
taught by official professors in order to befuddle the
rising generation of the possessing classes and to "coach!

it against the internal and foreign enemy (socialism),"
(Lenin) :

Doctrine of 4. THESE PRODUCTION-RELATIONS RESULT IN CERTAIN SOCTIAL

Class Struggle
RELATIONS BETWEEN MEN WHICH ARE EMBODIED IN A CERTAIN SET
OF CLASS~RELATIONSHIPS: - THESE CLASSES ARE THE BASIC FACTORS
IN THE HISTORICAL PROCESS, AND THE HISTORICAL DIALECTIC WORKS
ITSELF OUT IN A SERIES OF CLASS-STRUGGLES.

In general, any society other than a communist society is divided
into two primary classes:. those who control the means of production
(tool-owners —— exploiters) and those who do not (tool-users or the
exploited)., Basically, the struggle of these classes is "the battle
of developing production' -- the changing prbduction forces of a society
cannot develop fully within the o0ld production relations and the conflict
between them loads to an overturn of the old relations, For example, the
developing forces of production in the feudal period gradually reached
the point when the rising middle class of merchants and manufacturers were
compelled to rid themselves of the controls and restrictions of the old
ruling class, the fcudal landlords =~ the revolutions of 1688 in England,
1789-9/ in France, and March 1917 in Russia brought the "bourgeois" ;lass
into power in place of the feudal aristocracy. In the next stage, accord-
ing to the Marxist, the proletariat will replace the bourgcoisic in order
further to expand the powers of production through social ownership of

the moans of pioduction.

CONFIDENTIAL
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UThe history of all hitherto cxisting socicty is the
history of class struggles. Frocman and slave, patrician
and plebian, lord and scrf, guildmaster and journcyman,
in a word, opprecssor and oppressed, stood in congtant
opposition to one another, carried on an uninteorrupted,
now hidden, now open fight, a fight that cach time cnded,
elther in a revolutionary reconstitution of socicty at
large, or in the common ruin of the contonding classcs...
The modern bourgeols socicty that has sprouted from the
ruins of feudal socicty has not donc away with class
antagonism, It has but cstablished ncw classes, new
conditions of oppression, new forms of struggle in place
of the old oncs, Our cpoch, the cpoch of the bourgeoisie,
possesscs, howover, this distinctive featurc: it has
simplified the class antagonisms. Socicty as a whole

is morc and more splitting up into two great hostilc
camps, into two great classes dircctly facing cach othcr--—
bourgeoisic and proletariat," (Marx)

", ..anybody who ignorcs the class struggle in capitalist
society...ontirely ignores the rcol content of the social

and political life of this socioty, as rcgards the rcalisation
of what he desires, inevitably condemns himsclf to hover in

the sphere of pious dreams, The failurce to understand the
class struggle makes him a reactionary, for appeals to “society"
and to the 'state', that is, to the ildecologists and politicians
of the bourgeoisic, can only confuse the Socialists, lead them
to accept the bittercst cnemics of the proletariat as allics,
and hamper the workers' struggle for cmancipation instead of
helping to strengthen, clucidate and better organize this
struggle." (Lenin)

Marx's theory of social classcs is an analytic tool which, by linking the
cconomic interpretation of history with Marx's concepts of the capitalistie
cconomy, brings to a single focus all social focte and bacomes the organic
basis for the Marxist conception of social life and history. TFor Lenin
"the doctrine of the class struggle is the focal point of his wholc system
of views",
Theory of 5, THE CLASS~-STRUGGLE IS ESSENTIALLY A POLITICAL AS WELL AS
the State
AN ECONOMIC CONFLICT SINCE THE STATE IS PRIMARILY AN ORGAM OF
CLASS-COERCION FOR THE "RULING" CLASS.
The Marxist views the "state! as a "specicl apparatus for the
systumntie application of forco' used by the ruling class to maintain
its powor over the oppressed classes. The State developed in society
only after tho communal, non-class, primitive socicty had given way
to an owncr-class within socicty which sot up and uso@ the State to
protect its “private property" both against the ruled class and against

the threat of the ruling class of othor socictics,

-17 -
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"There was a time when there was no state, It appears
whercver and whenever a division of society into classcs
appears, Whenever cxploiters and cxploited appear."” (Lenin)

"The state is a machine for maintaining the rule of one
class over another." (Lenin)

"The state is the product,.,of the irrecconcilability of

class antagonisms, The state arises when, where and to the
oxtont that class antagonisms gannot be objcctively recconciled.
And, conversely, tho cxistence of the state proves that the
class antagonisms are irreconcilable," (Lenin)

"According to Marx, the state is an organ of class rulec, an
organ for the oppression of cne closs by another; it creates
Yorder" which logalizes and perpetuates this oppression by
moderating the collisions botween the classes," (Lenin)

This "oppression" of onc class by another which controls the .
burecaucracy, police, and militory powor of tho State is considered
obvious in such a govermment as an absolute monarchy or an aristocracy,

but. the Marxist holds that this holds truc of the democratic state as

wolls

"In a democratic rcpublicas..'wealth wiclds its power
indirectly, but all the moreo effectively', first, by

mcans of the 'direct corruption of the officials! (Amorica);
sccond, by moans of the !'alliance between the government
and the Stock Exchange' (France and America)," (Lenin
quoting Engels)

", ..the more democratic (the republie) is, the cruder and
morc cynical is the rule of capitalism, One of thc most
demecratic ropublics in tho world is the United States of
America, yct novhere,..is the power of capital, thc power
of a handful of billionaires over the wholc of socicty, so
crude and so openly corrupt as in America. Once capital
oxists, it dominates the whole of society, and no democratic
republic, no form of franchise can alter the essence of the
matter, Tho power of capital is everything, the stock
exchange is overything, while parliament and clections arc
marionettes, puppets." (Lenin) '

"To decide once overy fow years which member of the ruling

class is to misrepresent the people in parliament is the

rcal cssence of bourgeols parliamentarism. Parlioment itself
" is given up to talk for the special purpose of fooling the

'common people!. " (Lenin)

The Marxist considers the best form of State under the capitalistic
system to be the democratic republic, not because it is any less the tool
of the ruling capitalist class, but because it provides the most ideal
conditions (freec speech, frec association, general cducation, ote,) under
which the proletariat can carry on its class-fight against the bourgeoisie:

"Democracy is of great importance for the working class in
its struggle for frecdom against the capitalists, But
democracy is by no mcans a boundary that must not be over-
stopped; it is only onec of the stages in the process of

development - from feudnlism to capitalism, and from capitalism
to communism." (Lenin)

- 18 -
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"o are in favor of a democratic republie as the best form
of state for the proletariat under capitalism; but we have
no right to forget that wage-slavery is the lot of the
people even in the most demoeratic bourggois republic,
Furthermore, overy state is a 'speccial ropressive force!
for the suppression of the oppressed class. Consequently,
no state is a 'free! or a 'people's State!," (Lenin)

§o
Y., political liborty will primarily serve the intercsts of
the bourgeoisic and will not improve the conditions of
the workers, but only the condition for their struggle

against this vory bourgeoisic." (Lenin)

In countrics vhore, as in the Russia of March 1917, the political
development has not reached the stage of a domocratic republic, the
Communists will unite with the bourgeois class to fight for political
libertics and a representative government, but this program is only
preparation for the roal class-fight which can be launched efficiently

only within the "bourgeois republic® itself,

6, IN MODERN CAPITALIST SOCIETY THE POLITICAL-ECONOMIC CONFLICT
BETWEEN THE OPPOSING CLASSES OF THE BOURGEOISIE AND THE PROLE=
TARIAT HAS REACHED THE STAGE WHERE THE PRODUCTIVE POWER OF
SOCIETY HAS OUTGROWY THE SYSTEM OF PRIVATE PROPERTY, AND THE
EXPLOITED PROLETARIANS CAN LIBERATE THEMSELVES FROM THE YOKE
OF THE BOURGEOISIE ONLY TYROUGH THE SEIZURE OF THE (BOURGEOIS)
STATE POWER AND THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE CAPITALIST TO A
SOCIALIST 8YSTEM, THIS DEVELOPMENT IS INEVITABLE SINCE THE
CAPIT.LIST SYSTEM IS DOOMED TQ FALL BECAUSE OF THE ."CONTRADICTIONSM
INHERENT IN IT,
The "proof" for this inevitable downfall of capitalism is contained
in the economic theery of Marxism, the cssential clements of which arc
contained in Marx's detailed and voluminous Capital. Marx's proof drew
upon the cvidence afforded by the development of the capitalist system
up to the mid-nincteenth century, before the advent of oxtensive monepolics
and powerful labor-unions; his analysis was brought up to datec by Lenin's
analysis of the "Imperialist Stage" of capitalism recached in the late
nineteenth century, The steps in this analysis are outlined in propositions

7 =13,
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THE INEVITABLE BREAKDOWN OF CAPITALISM: MARXIST ECONOMIC THEORY

Labor Theory 7., THE VALUE OF ALL COMMODITIES (GOODS) IS DETERMINED BY THE
effnlue QUANTITY OF HUMAN LABOR EXPENDED ON THEIR PRODUCTION,
fLccepting the theory advanced by his'eapitalist" predecessors, but
working out its implications along completely now lines, Marx ascribed
the real source of valuc in goods meant for exchange or sale to the

amount of labor necessary to produco them:

"As volues, all commodities are only definite masses of
congealed labor time,"  {Marx)

The common denominator lying beneath the relative values and prices
of goods in the market was concoived to be the number of hours of
"socinlly nccessary" labor roquired for their production (the amount
of labor for any given task is determined by the average skill and
technical ability oexisting at a particular stage of the socicty's
development). Thus "human labor in general”, allowing for differences
betwcen skilled and unskilled, cfficient and inefficient, technically
advanced and technically retorded labor, is the source of value of all
goods produced by socicty: raw materials, land, water~power do not
contribute any value whatever beyornd the amount of labor power that
is expended in exploiting them in the production process,
Theory of 8. THE ONLY SOURCE OF A CAPITLLIST's PROFIT, THEREFORE, LIES
Surplus Value
I THE EXCESS OF LABOR~TIME HE FORCES THE LABOR TO WORK BEYOND
THE HOURS WEEDED TO PRODUCE THE NECESSITIES (FOOD, CLOTHING, ETC)
REQUIRED TO MATNTAIN THE LABORER,
Theery_of CAPITALIST PROFIT ACCORDINGLY VARIES IN DIRECT PROPORTION TO
Exploitation
THE AMOUNT OF TIME THE LABORER IS FORCED TO WORK BEYOND THE
TIME REQUIRED TO EARN THE SUBSISTENCE WAGES HE IS PAID FOR HIS
LABOR~POWER,

If, in tho course of gix hours' work, a laborer produces cnough
goods or "value" to pay for his own wages (which the copitalist must
give him to feed, clothe, and house the laborer and allow him to kcep
up the supply of labor by breeding children), then a twelve-hour day
would mean that during the second six hours of the working-day the

loborer is simply "working for nothing ", with the rcsults of his labor
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going to the capitalist to poy his profits (the rent and interest the
capitalist pays to other capitalists are just as much "uncarned"
orofit as the manufacturer's profit). This exploitation of the
laborer by the capitalist who owns the machinery, factories, and

raw materials needed to produce goods rosts at the bottom of the
entire capitalist system of “"private property", "yage-slavery", and
Yprofits"t

"The essence of capitalism,..is the appropriation by
private persons of the product of social labor organized
by commodity productioni" (Lenin)

"Copital !'vampire-like! only lives by sucking labor, and
lives the more, the mort labor it sucks," (Lenin)

UThe rate of surplus value, all other circumstonces
renaining the seme, will depend on the proportion between
the part of the working day necessary to reproduce the
valuc of the laboring power and the surplus time or surplus
lobor performed for the capitalist., It will, thercfore,
depend on the ratio in which the working day is prolonged
over and above the number of hours during which the working
man would only reproduce the valuc of his laboring power

or replacc his wages,." (Marx)

Theory of 9, BECAUSE OF CONSTANT TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCES AND THE
Accunulation

COMPETITION OF FELLOW-CAPITALISTS, THE CAPITALIST IS COMPELLED
70 TURN INTO ADDITIONAL CAPITAL ("SAVEM AND "INVEST') THE

GREATER PART OF THE SURPZUS-VALUE HE HAS WRESTED FROM HIS

WORKERS.
Law of THIS CONSTANT INCREASE IN THE MACHINES (CAPITAL) DIMINISHES
Diminishing
Rate_of THE CAPITALIST'S PROFIT (WHICH VARIES SOLELY WITH THE
Profit ’

AMOUNT OF LABOR POWER EXPLOITED),

In analyzing the beginnings of the capitalist system of commodity
production, Marx describes the "primitive accurulation" of capital,
which paved the way for the capitalist system, as resting upon force,
robbery, and the subjugation of the tpasses": the land of the feudal
serfs or peasants was "stolen" from them by the growing class of
merchants and manufacturers who also "forced" the independent artisan
out of business by developing mass-production, The subsequent increase
in the means of production (factorics, machinery, railroads, power-
plants, ctc.) is solely financed by the surplus-labor of the "wage—
slaves" who, with their means of production taken away, arc compclled

to hire themselves out to the capitalist.
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The Marxist accepts this development as historicelly inevitable
and as serving the creative purpose of increasing society's ability
to produce morc gocds for humon needs. It cannot, however, go on
indefiniteoly because it tends to decrease more and more the profit of
the capitalist because he uscs more and more nachines, and fewer and
fowor workers—-and without profit there is no reason for his continuing

in business,

Theory_of 10. THE CAPITALIST COMPENSATES FOR THESE SMLLLER PROFITS
Expropriation

NOT ONLY BY CONSTANTLY INCREASING THE EXPLOITATION OF SUCH
WORKERS 4S HE DOES EMPLOY, BUT ALSO BY CHEAPENING COMMODITIES
THROUGH INCREASING THE SIZE OF INDUSTRIAL PLANTS AND UNITS

OF CONTROL (CORPORATIONS, HOLDING COMPANIES, TRUSTS, CARTELS),
TN THIS LIFE AND DEATH STRUGCLE OF COMPETITION THE CAPITALISTS
TEND TO DESTROY EACH OTHER BY CONCENTRATING CAPITAL INTO FEWER
AND FEVWER HANDS,

This "inevitable" development of capitalist production toward
larger and lorger units of ownership and control, with its attendant
concentration of economic and politidal power in the hands of a small
ruling "cligue", had this compensation for Morx: the workers, hitherto
disorganized and scattored, now are brought into closer association
with each other in the large plants and corporations, and they are
cnabled to forge a single-minded unity in their opposition to e supitalist
Wexploiters":

1That which is now to be expropriated is no longer the
laborer working for himself, but the capitalist cxploiting
many laborers. This expropriation is accompanicd by the
immanont laws of capitalist production itself, by the
contralization of capital., One capitalist always kills many.
Hand in hand with this centralization, or the cxpropriation
of many capitalists by few, develops, on an ever cxtending
seale, the cooperative form of the labor process, ... the
transformation of the instruments of labor into instruments
of labor only usable in common, thc economizing of all mcans
of production by their use as the means of production of
combined, socinlized labor, the cntanglement of oll peoples
in the net of the world market, and with this, the dinter-
national choracter of the capitalist regime," (Marx)
Furthermore, the concentration of capital into larger units of control

will facilitate the socialization or “nationalization" of the mcans of

production when the time comes,.
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Theory of 11, THIS DEVELOPMENT OF HIGHLY MECHANIZED, LARGE-SCALE

Industrial
Reserve Army  INDUSTRY INEVITABLY CREATES LARGE~SCALE UNEMPLOYMENT ~

A PERMANENT "SURPLUS POPULATION".

:heory of the AS WELL AS THE TRANSFER OF COUNTLESS SMALL AND MEDIUM-SIZED
Growing Misery )
of the CAPITALISTS INTO THE PROLETARIAT WHO GRADUALLY BECOME MCRE
Proletariat

AND MORE IMPOVERISHED AND MISERABLE,

"In proportion os capital accumulates, the lot of the
laborer must grow worse, Accunulation of wealth at

one pole is at the same time accunulation of misery,
agony of toil, slavery, ignorance, brutnlity, mental
degradation, at the opposite pole.” (Morx)

Yilong with the constantly diminishing number cof the
magnates of capital who usurp and monopolize all the
advantages of this process of transformation, grows the
mass of misery, oppression, slavery, degradation,
exploitation; but with it, too, grows the revolt of the
working class, a class alwnys incrcasing in numbers," (Marx)

"Poverty is 'the revolutionary and destructive trend which
will overthrow the old society'," (Morx)

Marx, in the fiftics ond sixtics, anclyzed this Minereasing
nisery" of the proletarint as consisting in the continual lengthening
of the working daoy, decreasing wages, increasing permanent uncmployment,
speed=up practices, progressive detorloration of factory buildings and
equipment and of the health and 1life-span of the laborer,

The glaring faults of this part of Marx's forccast has provoked

major corrections by subscquent Marxist theorcticians, cspecially Lenin

(see bolow),

Under- 12, IN THE ADVANCED STAGES OF CAPITALIST DEVELOPMENT
Consumption

or Ove: RECURRENT CRISES OR DEPRESSIONS ARE CREATED BY THE INABILITY
P

Theory OF THE MASSES TO BUY THE EVER-INCREASING FLOW OF GOODS.

Zggo?y of the THESE CRISES ARE PERIODIC, INESCAPABLE, AND OF INCREASING
%%%giiigiﬁg SEVERITY UNTIL THEY FINALLY CULMINATE IN A BREAKDOWN OF THE
CAPITALIST SYSTEM: A BREAKDOWN PRODUCED BY THE SYSTEM's
OWN ECONOMIG CONTRADICTIONS LND BY THE REVOLT OF THE INCREAS=-
INGLY MISERABLE PROLETARIAT.
An over—simplified analysis of the "internal contradictions" of
the capitalist system results in the following "yicious circle":
Private owncrship of the means of production leads to

competition in the open market, with the choapest
produccer winning out,
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machinery and factory installations,
More machinery means fewer workers,

Pewer workers mean less surplus value (and less profits)
and less consumption.

but - to incresse consumption (purchasing power) requires
more jobs for workers,

More jobs require more capital (machines).

More capital (greater accumulation) requires increased
rate of surplus value,

Increase of surplus value demands cheaper commodities
(to reduce thocost of labor),

Cheaper commodities mean more machines,
More machines mcan more capitale——
which brings us back to wherc we started,

Whatever the theoretical value of Marx's analysis of the inner
contradictions of capitalism ana its incvitable downfall, the evolution
of the capitalist system sincc his day hdas coffectively disproved the
accuracy of his fotecast, The "theory of the incvitable catastrophe",
however, remains a cornerstone of Communist ideology, but Marx's analysis
has been replaced by Lenin with a more up-to-date foundation based upon
the "new" stage of capitalism which has doveloped since Marx's death.
"Leninism" is "Marxism in the epoch of imperialism", for Lenin's analysis
of 20th century "world monopoly capitalism" and its inevitable downfall

(summarized in para, 13) now has become the orthodox theory.

13, SINCE THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM IN ANY ONE
COUNTRY GRADUALLY ELIMINATES PROFITS (PARA. 11), CAPITAL SEEKS
OUTLETS IN COUNTRIES I YHICH THERE IS STILL LABOR TO BE
EXPLOITED AND ADDITIONAL MARKETS TO COMPENSATE FOR THE IN-
ADEQUACY OF THE DOMESTIC MARKET (PARA. 12), THIS "IMPERIALIST"
STAGE OF CAPITALISM LEADS TO THE INEVITABLE CLASH OF RIVAL
IMPERIALISMS (THAT IS, THE CAPITALIST CLASSES OF DIFFERENT
COUNTRIES) AND THE EVENTUAL DOWNFALL OF CAPITALISM BECAUSE OF
ITS INTERNATIONAL CONTRADICTIONS,
Lenin transferred the analysis of capitalism from the national (Marx)
to the international level, as capitalism itself developed into a "world-

front" within which the advanced eapitalist countries sought to escape
-2 -
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from the "pressure of accumulation on the rate of profit" by "exploiting"
the less advanced areas of the world, For Lenin "imperialism! (starting
about 1890) represcnted the period of "monopoly capitalism" during which
highly contralized industrial capital (giant cor?orations, trusts,
¥

monopolics) fused with banking capital (thc groat banks and banking
firme) to form "finance capital', which ecxtonded its oxploitation over
the entire world,

"Imperialism is capitalism in that stage of development

in which the domination of monopolies and finance capital

has established itsclf; in which the export of capital

has acquired pronounced importance; in which the division.

of the world among the international trusts has begun;

in which the partition of all the territories of the globe

among the great capitalist powers has becon completed." (Lonin)

This new, and "last", phase of capitalism ("monopoly is the transition

from capitalism to a higher system"), temporarily overcomes the con-
tradictions of a capitalist system confined to onc country, but it
contains within itsclf three basic contradictions which make its collapso

inovitable:

a. The old conflict of labor vs, capital becomes cven more

sharp as the workers realize cver more clearly that they can cescape
the control of the monopolistic trusts and banks only through armed
revolt., The capitalists can "bribe" the workers in their owm
country for a time through the "supcr-profits" wrung from the
exploited colonial areas, but the world-widc solidarity of the
proletarian front cannot permit this "betrayal" of one section

of the proletariat by another,

be A new conflict, that between one bourgeoisie vs, a rival
bourgeoisie, introduces another contradiction which has thus far
led to two world wars, both of which were essentially a fight for
markets, sources of raw matcricls, and outlets for finance-capital
between the advanced capitalist countrics (Britain-Francc vs,
Germeny-Austria in 1914, and Germany-Japan vs, Britain-France-USA
in 1939-41):

"There is and there can be no other way of testing the

real strength of a capitalist state than that of wer,

War does not contradict the principles of private

property~-on the contrary, it is a direct and inevitable

development of those principles. Under capitalism the

even cconomic growth of individual enterprises, or

individual states, is impossible, Under capitalism, there

is nothing else that periodicslly restores the disturbed equi-
librium than crises in industry and wars in politics." (Lenin)

- 25 ~
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The final upshot of this international rivalry in the bourgcois
camp will be the internal disintegration of capitalist strength
to the point where conditions will be ripe for the seizurc of
power by the proletariat,

c. Imperialism has also gharpened the conflict of colonial

people v, the imperialist powers who are exploiting them, and the

bourgeoisic of the advanced capitalist countries are faced with their
constant opposition and hostility. The colonial pcoples as a whole
therefore reépresent additional nposerves® of the proletarian revo-
1ution within the advanced capitalist countrics.

A broad portrayal of thid Leninist analysis has been sketched
by Stalin in his Foundations of Leninism:

9The domination of finance capital in the advanced capitalist
countrics; the issuc of stocks and bonds as the principal
oporation of finance capital; the oxport of capital to the
sources of raw materials, which is one of the bascs of
imperialism; the émnipotence of a financial oligarchy, a con-
soquence of the domination of finance capital == all these
roveal the parasitic and brutal character of monopolist
capitalism, moke the yoke of the capitalist syndicates and
trusts much more intolerable, increase the indignation of

the working class against the foundations of capitalism

and drive the masses to the proletarian revolution in which
they see their only means of ©SCapCess

The growth of the export of capital to the colonies and
subject countrics, the extension of 'spheres of influence!

and colonization to the extent of seizing 211l the territory

of the globe, the transformation of capitalism into a world
system of financial bendage and of the colonial oppression

of the vast majority of mankind by a fow tadvanced! countries—-
these factors have rcduced the several nationol cconomic
systems and national torritories to links in a single chain
ealled world cconomy and have divided the population of the
world into two camps: on the onc hand, a small number of
ladvanced! capitalist countrics which cxploit and oppress vast
eolonies and dependencics; on the other hand, thce immense
majority in the colonial and subjoct countrics, compelled to
fight to liberate themsclves from the imperialist yoke, In
consequence we have an intensification of the roevolutionary
crisis in the colonial countries and strengthening of the
spirit of rovolt ageinst jmperialism on the external front,
the colonial front, The monopolistic sway over 'spheres of
influence! and over colonies; the uncven developmont of the
different copitalist countrics which lecads to a bitter
struggle betwoen the countrics which have already scized

the torritories of the globe, and those countriecs which want
to receive their 'share'; imperialist wars, the only method

of restoring the disturbed toquilibrium! -- all thesc reinforce
the third front, the inter-capitalist battle~linc, which
wenkens imperialism and facilitates the union of the first

two fronts against impericlism, the front of the revolutionary
proletariat and that of coloninl emancipation,

From this we come to the inevitability of wars under imperialism
and to the inevitability of a coalition between the proletarian
revolution in Europe and the colonial revolution in the East,
lcading to the formation of a united world front of the rcvolu-
tion as against the world front of imperialisma From these
deductions Lenin draws the general conclusion that 'imperialism
is the eve of the socialist revolution'.”
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THE, DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT: IST-LENINIST POLITICAL STRATEGY
Necessity of 14, THE BREAKDOWN OF CAPITALISM, THOUGH INEVITABLE, WILL NOT
Revelutionary

&cidon OF ITSELF PAVE THE WAY FOR THE COMING OF SOCIALISM, BUT MUST

e S g e

BE ASSISTED AND ENGINEERED BY THE PROLETARIAT EMPLOYING
REVOLUTIONARY ACTION AGAINST THE BOURGECIS STATE.

Since the bourgeois state will resist by forge (police, army) any
attacks on the capitalist system, it is axiomatic for the communist that
socialism can be achieved only by the use of force:

"The weapons of criticism cannot replace the criticism of
weapons, Physical force must be overthrown by physical

force," (Marx)

"Force is the midwifc of cvery old society pregnant with
the new," (Mrrx)

"Revolutions are the locomotives of history." (Marx)

As Marx pointed out, the bourgeoisie themselves came into power by a
revolutionary overthrow of the old feudal ruling class (Revolution of 1688
in England, of 1789 in France, of March 1917 in Russia), but, oncec in
power, they use the state to preserve "order", that is, the "order" of
their system.

The basic goal in the class=-struggle pursued by all goglalist
parties in all countries is the appropriation of the means of production
and the means of exchange by the prolétariat and the abolition of the
wage-system and the production rclations of capitalism. The fundamental

split on the method of achieving this goal has divided socialists for

the past century into two hostile, worring camps: the foreeful,
revolutionary, anti-parlismentary, dictatorial method of Communism:
i.e., the Communist and Revolutionary Communist (Trotekyist) parties,
and the so~-called penceful, evolutionary, parliamentary, ‘'demccratic!
method of social democracy: i.c., the various Socialisf, Social-
Democratic, Demccraotic Socinlist., and Christiﬁn Socialist Partics,
Tho Communist case for the nccessity of revolution has figured in the
forefront of communiszt-cozialist polemics from the time of Marx to
the prosent-;ﬁ vory fow both theoretical and "practical" arguments
have been monotcnously repeated in the Communists! highly emotional
and vituperative fight against the Social Democratic "revisionists",

"oppertunists", "lackeys of tho bourgeoisie", "renegades", "social

fascists", “reactionaries", ad infinitum.
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On the theoretical level Communist doctrine attacks with its
heaviest weapons the "theory of spontaneity", the thecory that the
labor movement should be allowed to confine its cfforts to the
parliamentary struggle and to demand only such changes and reforms
as arc "acceptable to and can be carried out under capitalism" (Stalin),
For the Communists this following of the "line of least resistance",
this “pu;e and simple trade unionism", fails to arouse the workers
to an awarcness of thelr class intercsts and keeps them hoodwinked by
the liberal bourgcoisic who will permit them only such concessions
as they can afford to make without seriously affecting their own
interests and power, For the revolutionary Marxist this "opportunism"
means confining the workers! party to a party of "social reform which
presupposcs the preservation of capitalist rulé" == it is a betrayal
of the working-class to the interests of the bourgeoisie, "a rcnunciation
of the revolutionary struggle, of Socinlism and of the dictatorship of
the proletariat" (Stalin),

"The substitution of the proletarian state for the bourgeois
statc is impossible without a violent revolution.! (Lenin)

Leninist 15, THE PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION PROVIDES THE ONLY MEANS OF
Theory of
Prolctarian SEIZING AND DESTROYING THE BOURGEOIS STATE AND THE CAPITALISTIC

Egvolutigg
: ECONOMY IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH THE BASIS FOR A SOCIALIST SOCIETY,

A major "progressive" contribution of capitalism has been the
development of the urban factory workers into a powerful, organized
group which not only has the greatest class interest in promoting the
overthrow of the bourgeoisie, but is the only class (as opposed to the
peasants and the petty bourgeoisie) capable of defeoating them:

"The position of the factory worker in the gencral system

of capitalist relations makes him the sole fighter for

the emancipation of the working class, because only the

higher stage of development of capitalism, largamscale

machine industry, creates the moterial conditlons and the

social forces nccessary for this struggle." (Lenin)
The monopolistic~imperialistic stage of capitalism has provided the
following "conditions" highly favorable to the success of the proletarian
revolution:

a. The "parasitic and brutal charactor of monopolist

capitalisn" has intensified thc revolutionary crisis on tho

demestic proletarian front in the "mother-countries#,

\ R -
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b, The world-front of capitalist exploitation of colonies
has intensified the revolutionary crisis on the colonial front,
¢, The "inter-capitalist battle-line" weakens imperialism
and contributes to the union of the first two fronts,
Where will the revolution begin:

"Formerly, the reply used to be--wherc industry is most
porfected, whore the proletariat forms the majority,
where civilization is most advanced, where democracy is
most developed.

The Leninist theory of the revolution says-=-nol The front
of capital will not nccessarily be picreed vhere industry
ig most developed, and so forth; it will be broken where

. the chain of imperialism is weakest, for the proletarian
revolution is the result of the breaking of the chain of
the imporialist world front at its wenkest pointe.e.

In 1917 the chain of the imporialist world front happened
to be wealkcr in Russia than in the other eountries. It
was there that it was broken and afforded an outlet to

the proicterian rovolution," (Stalin)
Once begun, how will the revolution continue? The answer, from

Marx to Stalin, is that the revolution will be "poermanent” (uninterrupted),
Uthat it will coutinae from country to country until the ecmplete vietory
of Socialism 1s guaranteed":

"T4 is our aim to make the revolution permnnent, until

all the more or less properticd classcs have been

doprived of power, until the proletariat has ecnguercd

state power, until the association of proletarians not

only in ono country but in all the loading countrics

of the world will be sufficiently advanced to put an

ond o competition among proletarians of all these

countries and until at least the chief forccs of

production are concentrated in the honds of the

proletarians," (Marx)
The eonfliet between Stalin and Trotsky in the 20's over the strategic
line to be adopted by the new Soviet state (the development of socinlism
in the USSR gr the promotion of revolution in other countrics} essentially
inwolved a difference in timing and pot a theoretical difference over

the.future course of the revolution, Stalin's thesis that "Socialisn is

poseible in one eountry" provided a shorteterm cnswer: the finnl victory

of eoeinlism is possible only with successful revolutions "in at least
several countries":

¥, . the task of the victorious revolution consists in

doing the utmost attainable in one country for tho

- development, support and stirring up of the revolution
in all countrics!" (Stalin, quoting Lenin)

W
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"es.0verthrowing the power of the bourgeoisic and estab-
lishing the powor of the proletaritt in o' singlo country
decs not yot gunrantes.-the~ecnplete victory of Socialisr,,.
It is..ethe esscnti~l tosk of the. vietordious rowvolutiom

in one country to develop and support.the revolution

in others, The revolution in a victorious country ought not
to be considered as a self-contained unit, but as an
auxiliary and a means of hastening the victory of the
proletariat in other countries,” (Stalin)

The goal of the proletarian revolution is to destroy the bourgeois
state and to transform the means of production into state property:

"seothe first step in the revolution by the working class
is to raise the proletariat to the position of ruling
class, to win the battle of democracy.

The proletariat will use ite political supremacy to wrest

by degrees, all capital from the bourgeoisie, to centralize
all instruments of production in the hands of the state, i,e.,
in the proletariat organized as the ruling class; and to
increase the total of productive forces as rapidly as
possible," (Marx)

The revolution cammot simply "take over" the bourgeois state, but must
destroy it:

"Al1l the revolutions which have occurred up to now have

helped to perfect the state machine, whereas it must be

smashed, broken, This conclusion is the chief and

fundemental thesis in the Marxian doctrine of the state.," (Lenin)

".44if the state is the product of irrcconcilable class
antagonisms,,.it is clear that the liberation of the
oppressed class is impossible, not only without a violent
revolution, but also without the destruction of the
apparatus of state power which was crcated by the ruling
classas.." (Lenin)

The bourgeois state apparatus, however, must be replaced by another
instrument of'power:
"The proletariat needs state power, the centralized organiza=-
tion of force, the organization of violence, for the purpose
of leading the great mass of the population~-the peasantry,
the petty bourgeoisie, the semi-proletarians~-in the work of
organizing socialist eaonomy." (Lenin)

16, THE PROLETARIAT WILL CONSOLIDATE THE VICTORIOUS REVOLUTION

BY ESTABLISHING A DICTATORSHIP AGAINST THE COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY

(BOURGEOIS) FORCES AND WILL MAINTAIN THAT DICTATORSHIP DURING
THE PERIOD OF TRANSITION TO SOCIALISM,

After the proletariat has captured power, it is faced with three
immediate tasks:
"(a) to break the resistance of the landed proprietors and
capitalists now overthrown and expropriated by the revolution,

and to liquidate every attempt they make to restore the
power of capitalj;
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(b) to organize comstruction in such a way ag will rally all
toilers around the proletariat and prcparc the way for tho
liquidation of classes;

(c)‘ to arm the revolution and to organizc the army of tho
rovolution for the struggle against the extornal cnomy and
for the struggle against imperialism." (Stalin)

The “spoeial organ" created to carry out thesc tasks is the dictatorship

of the proletariat which cmploys state power to break the resistance of

its class cncmics:

"The dictatorship of the prolctariat is thc ficrcest,
sharpest and most merciless war of the new class against
its more powerful cnemy, the bourgeoisie, whose resistanco
is increased ten-fold by its overthrow,..The dictatorship
of the prolectariat is a stubborn struggle--sanguinary

and bloodless, violent and peaceful, military and cconomic,
educational and administrative--against the forces and
traditions of the old society," (Lenin)

The strength of the overthrown bourgcoisie resides in its international
tios ("the power of international capital"), in its rctention of money,
movable property, technical and managerial ability, and superior
education, and in the continued cxistence in post-revolutionary

society of innumerable small-scélo producers who must be "converted"
to socialist principles to avoid tho rebirth of capitalism. The
dictatorship of the prolctariat is Ma rovolutionary power based on
violence against the bourgcoisie', a

"domination of the prolctariat over the bourgcoisic, a
domination that is untrammeled by law and bascd on violonce

and_cnioys the sympathy and support of the toiling and
oxploitcd masses," (Stalin)

In short, therc caonnot be "democracy for all" under the dictatorship,

but democracy for the proletarint and the poor and dictatorship for the

bourgeoisie:

", ,.the period of tragsition from capitalism to communism..,
inevitably becomes a poriod of unusually violent class
struggles in their sharpest possible forms and, thereforc,
during this poriod, the statc must incvitably be a state
that is democratic in_a new way (for the proletariat and
the proportyless in general) and dictatorial in a new way
(against the bourgeoisie)," (Lenin)

The organizational form of this dictatorship will be the sovicts,

or "pcoples' councils":

"The sovicts arc the organizations which organizc the masses
themsclves dircctly, i.c., the most democratic, signifying
the most authoritative, organizations of the masscs, that
provide them with the maximum facilitics for participating
in the building up of thec now state and its administration...
The Sovict power combincs the legislative and exceutive
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functions in a single statc body and replaces territorial
electoral divisions by units of production, i.e,, factories
and workshops, and thereby connects the workers and the
laboring masses in general directly with the apparatus of
state administration and tcaches them how to administer the
country." (Stalin)

"The republic of sovicts of workers', soldiers! and poasants!
deputies not only represonts a higher type of democratic
institution,..but is also the only form capablc of insuring
the least pninful transition to Socialism," (Lenin)

The soviet power is also

"the most international of all statc organizations in class
society, for by extirpating every kind of national
oppression and basing itsclf on the cooperation of the
toiling masscs of the various nationalities, it facilitates
the unification of these masses into o single union of
states." (Stalin)

The period of the dictatorship of the proletariat will bo a pro-

longed and dynamic struggle:

Role of
the Party

"You will have to go through fiftecn, twenty or oven fifty
years of civil and international war, not only to change
relationships but also to change your own sclves, to render
yourselves fit to assume the political reins." (Marx)

"The transition from capitalism to Communism roprescnts

an entire historical cpoch, Until this epcch has terminated,
the exploiters will incvitably cherish the hope of restoration,
and this hope will be converted into gitempts at restoration.
And after their first scrious defeat, the overthrown ox-
ploiters,..will throw thomselves with redoubled cnergy

and implacable hatred into tho battle for the rccovery of
their lost 'paradisc'..." (Lenin)

"We must,..regard the dictatorship of the proletarint, the
transition from capitalism to Communism, not as a flecting
period replete with "super-revolutionary" deeds and decreecs,
but as an entirc historical epoch full of civil wars and
oxternal conflicts, of pcrsistent organizational work and
economic construction, of attacks and retreats, of victories
and defeats," (Stalin)

"...the dictatorship of o gingle class is neccessary not only
for class socicty in gencral, not only for the prolctariat
which has overthrown the bourgecoisie, but for the entire
historical period between capitnlism and 'eclassless society!,
cormunism,” (Lenin)

17. THE REVOLUTION AND THE DICTATORSHIP CANiiOT BE EFFECTIVELY
CARRIED OUT AND MAINTAINED BY THE PROLETARIAT AS A WHOLE, BUT
REQUIRES THE LEADERSHIP OF A "VANGUARD" OF THE PROLETARIAT, THE
PARTY, WHICH ALONE CAN PROVIDE THE ORGANIZATION AND THEORETICAL
KNOWLEDGE WITHOUT WHICH FEEVOLUTICNARY ACTION AND RULE CANNOT

BE SUCCESSFUL,

ge: .l
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The Party is a "detachment of the working class", not an ordinary
detachment, but

"the vanguard detachment, a clags-conscious detachment, a
Marxist detachment of the working class, armed with a
knowledge of the 1life of society, of the laws of its
development and of the laws of the class struggle, and for
this reason able to lead the working class and to direct
its struggle," (Short History)

The Party is not a mass party, a "circle" of sympathizers and coworkers,
but an ideological and action elite, ?the political leader of the
working-classt, In addition, the Party provides "the military staff

of the proletariath:

"I have spoken.,,of the difficulties encountered in the
struggle of the working class, of the complicated nature
of this struggle, of strategy and tactics, of reserves and
maneuvering operations of attack and defence. Who can
understand these complicated conditions, who can give
correct guidance to the vast masses of the proletariat?
Every army at war must have an experienced staff, if it is
to avoid certain defeat. All the more reason, therefore,
why the proletariat must have such a general staff if it
is to prevent itself from being routed by its accursed
enemies. But wherc is this general staff? Only the
revolutionary party of the proletariat can serve as this
general staff, A working class without a revolutionary
party is like an army without a general staff., The Party
is the military staff of tho proletariat.," (Stalin)

In ordor to play this role, the Party must be a highly organized
dotachment, with its own discipline binding upon all its members,
for if it were simply a loose political association of members, it
could never achieve the "united will' and the "united action" required
to direct the proletarian struggle. In order to function properly
and "to guide the masses systematically", it must be organized on the
principle of gcontralism.
"having one sct of rules and uniform Party discipline, one
leading organ--the Party Congress, and in the intervals
between congresses--the Central Committec of the Party;
the minority must submit to the majority, the various
organizations must submit to the center, and lower
organizations to higher organizations," (Short History)

In order to proserve the unity of its ranks, "the Party must impose

a common proletorian discipline, equally binding on all Party members,

both leaders and rank-ond-file", The "iron discipline" demanded of all
Party members

"doecs not preclude but presupposes criticism and conflicts

of opinion within the Party., Least of all docs it mean

that this discipline must be 'blind! discipline. On the
contrary, iron discipline does not preclude but presupposcs

ve .\l
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conscious and voluntary submission, for only conscious

discipline can be truly iron discipline, But after a

discussion has been closed, after criticism has run its

course and a decision has been made, unity of will and

unity of action become indisponsable conditions without

which Party unity and iron disciplino in the Party are

inconceivable," (Stalin)
There is thercfore no room for "factions" in the Party, and an uncon-
ditional "duty" of the Conter is to exterminate completely all faction—
alism, just as it must continuously purge the Party of a1l "opportunist
elements", notably the petty-bourgcois groups (trade-union leaders,
peasants, small tradesmen and intellectunls) who join the ranks of the
proletariat and "introduce an element of hesitancy and opportunism, of
disintegration and lack of self-confidence", Only thus can the Party
remain singlc-minded and powerful.

A1l Party members must be active mombers of some Party organization:
"the Party docs not nced members who shrink from Party discipline and
fear to join the Party organization", The Party is, furthor, "the
highest of all forms of organization" of the working class and "guides"
all thc other organizations which the working class has developed in
its strugple against the capitalist system: trade unionms, cooperatives,
foctory and shop organizations, porliamentary fractions, non-party
women's associations, the press, cultural and educational organizations,
youth leagues, ctc. The Party is,

"by rcason of its cxperience and authority, the only
organization capable of centralizing the leadership of
the struggle of the proletariat and in this way transform
each and cvery non-party orgnnization of the working
class into o serviceable functioning body, a transmission
belt linking it with the class...

This docs not mean, of coursc, that non-porty organizations
like trade unions, co-operatives, ectc,, must bo formally sub=
ordinated to Party leadership, It means simply that the
merbers of the Party who belong to these organizations and
doubtless exercisc influence in them, should do all thoy
can to persuade these non-party organizations to draw
nearer to the Party of the proletariat in their work and
voluntarily accept its political guidance." (Stalin)

Tt thereforc becomes obligatory for the Party to maintain the
closest possible connections with the "masses", for without the confidence
and support of the "working-class millions" the Party can do nothing:

"The distinetion botween the vanguard and the main body
of the working class, between Party members and non-Party
members, will continuc as long as classcs oxistee.But

the Party would ceaso to be a party if this distinction
were widened into a rupturc; if it were to isolate itsclf
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and breck away from the non-Party masses. The Party cannot
lead the class if it is not connectcd with the non-Party
masses, if there is no close union between the Party

and the non-Party masses, if thesc masscs do not accopt

its leadorship, if the Party docs not enjoy morzl and
political authority among the masses," (Stalin)

This highly organized, highly disciplined, theorotically expert,
.aﬁd pfacticélly oxporienced vanguard Party is a “weapon in the hands
of the proletariat for the conquest of the dictatorship whorc that
has not yet been achieved; for the consolidation and cxtcension of the
dictatorship where it has been already achieved" (stalin).

"The Party would not rank so high in importance and it could

not overshadow all other forms of organization of the proletariat
if the latter were not face to face with the question of power,
if tho oxistence of imperialism, the incvitability of wars and
the presence of a crisis did not demand the concentration of

all the foreces of the proletariat on one point and tho gathering
together of all the threads of the mvolutionary movement to
repose them in one hand, to ovorthrow the bourgeoisiec and to
cstablish the dictatorship of the proletariat. The working
class nceds the Party first of all as its general staff, which
it pust have to effcct a sueccessful reovolution,..

The prolctariat nceds the Party not only to achicve the
dictatorship, it nceds it still more to maintain and extend

its dictatorship in order to attain complete victory for
Socialism," (Stalin)

COMMUNIST SOCIETY: MARXIST MYTH AND STALINIST REALITY

"Socialism", 18, THE TRANSITION FROM CAPITALISM TO COMMUNISM UNDER THE
the First -
Phase DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT IS A PERIOD OF POLITICAL AND

- ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATION TO THE FIRST, OR "LOWER", PHASE OF
COMMUNIST SOCIETY: SOCIAiISM.
The extended transition period to Communism is initiatcd politically
with the replacement of the bourgeois state by the dictatorship of the

proletariat, gconomically with the seizurc of the means of production

by the state (para. 16)., The socicty which will omerge from this
revolutionary period, primarily dedicated to the complete destruction
of all rommants of capitalist institutions and habits of mind, will
not be a fully dovelopod communist society, but only its pgrtial ful-
fillment:
"hat we have to deal with here is a communist socicty not
as it has developed on its own foundations, but on the
contrary as it emerges from capitalist socicty; which is
thus in cvery respcct cconomically, morally and intellectually

still stamped with the birth marks of the old socicty from
whosc womb it cmerges." (Marx)
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Feonomically, with the means of production now belonging to "the whole
of society", each member of society performs a certain amount of
"socially necessary" labor and is "paid" according to the work he
performs, Since men are "unequal' in ability, health, number of
dependents, etc., this apparent equality still represents a basic
inequality among men, for "egqual right" is made to apply to different
people with varying abilities and needs:
",,.with an equal output and hence an ecual share in the
social consumption fund, one will in fact receive more than
another, one will be richer than another and so on. To
avoid all these defects, right, instead of being equal,
would have to be unequal," (Marx)
Hence, according to Lenin, "the first phase of communism cannot
produce justice and equality; differences, and unjust differences,
in wealth will still exist..." In short, although the means of
production are owned "in common", the unequal distribution of goods
and the inequality of "bourgcois rights" continue to exist so long
as goods are divided according to thc amount of work performed,
"The socialist principle: 'He who does not work, neither
shall he ecat', is already realized; the other socialist
principle: "An equal amount of labor for an cqual quantity
of products', is also already realized, But this is not yet
communism, and it does not abolish "bourgeois right", which

gives to uncqual individuals, in return for an uncqual
amount of work, an equal guantity of products.” (Lenin)

These defects, according to Marx,
"are inevitable in the first phase of communist society
as it is when it has just cmerged after prolonged birthpangs
from capitalist society, Right can never be higher than
the economic structure of society and the culturc development
thereby determined,”

Since this "bourgeois right" is the only practicable stendard of
economic justice at this stage of development, there is politically
still need for thc state, not only to safeguard the public ownership
of the means of production, but also to safeguard the "equality" of
labor and the "equality" in the distribution of goods which, in
socialist terms, are actually inequality, and therefore require
force to protect them, This increasingly "democratic" state providcs

an apparatus for the people themselves to manage socicty during this

socialist phase:

CORE L
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"pccounting and control--these are the principal things
that are necessary for the "setting up" and corrcct
functioning of the first phase of communist society., All
citizens are transformed into the salaried employecs of

the statc, which consists of the armed workers. All
citizens become employces and workers of a ginglc national
statc 'syndicate', All that is required is that they
should work equally--do their proper share of work--

and got paid equally. The accounting and control nccessary
for this have been so utterly gimplificd by capitalism

that they have become the cxtraordinarily simple opcrations
of checking, recording, and issuing rcceipts, which anyone
who can rcad and write and who knows the first four rules
of arithmetic can perform,..

The whole of society will have become a single office
and a single factory with equality of work and cquality
of pay.

But this 'factory' discipline, which thec proletariat will
extend to the whole of society after the defeat of the
capitalists and the overthrow of the exploiters,is by no
means our ideal, or our ultimatc goal., It is but a nccessary
step for the purpose of thoroughly purging society of all
the hidoousncss and foulncss of capitalist oxploitation,
and for the purpose_of advancing further." (Lenin)

'Communism" 19, THIS FIRST PHASE OF SOCIALISM WILL GRADUALLY DEVELOP
the Second

Phase

INTO THE HIGHER PHASE OF COMMUNISM IN WHICH GOODS ARE
DISTRIBUTED ACCORDING TO NEED, THE STATE AND THE PARTY
DISAPFEAR, AND MEN LIVE IN COMPLETE EQUALITY AND FREEDOM.

As the first phase of socialist socicty progrcssos; the conditicns

for completc communism will be gradually achicved:
"In a higher phase of communist socicty after the cnslaving
subordination of individuals under divieion of labor, and
thorewith also the antithcsis between mental and physical
labor, has vanished; after labor has bocome not merely a
moans to live but has become itsclf the primary ncecssity
of lifc; after the productive forces have also increased
with the all-round development of thc individual, and all
the springs of co-operative wealth flow more abundantly--
only then can thoe narrow horizon of bourgeois right be
fully left behind and socioty inscribe on its banners: 'from
each according to his ability, to ecach according to his
necds! " (Marx)

The higher phasc of communism will have been reached economically
when people have progressed socially and psychologically to a point
when they do not work simply "for a living" and no longer demand to
be rewarded according to performanco, to a point

"yhen peoplc have become so accustomed to observing the
fundamental rules of social life and when their labor

is so productive that they will voluntarily work according
to their ability. "The narrow horizon of bourgcois right",
which compels onc to calculate with the shrewdness of a
Shylock whether he has not worked half an hour more than
another, whother he is not gotting loss pay than anothor=—-
this narrow horizon will then be left behind, Thore will
then be no nced for society to make an oxact calculation
of the quantity of products to be distributed to cach of
its members; each will take frocly taccording to his needst,®
{Lenin)
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Lenin, countering the "bourgeois savants" who doclare such o socicty
to be a 'pure utopia", insists that

"it has nover entcred the head of any Socialist to 'promise!
that the higher phasc of communism will arrive; and that great
Socialists, in foreseeing its arrival, presupposed both a -
productivity of labor unlike the present and a person unlike
the present man in the street who...is capable of damaging the
storcs of social woalth !just for fun!, and of demanding the
impogsible,"

With the achicvement of cconomic communism both in production and
distribution, the Statc becomes superfluous, and government is replaced
by administration:

YAs soon as therc is no longor any class of society to be
held in subjeetion,..there is nothing more to be repressecd,
which would moke a special ropressive force, a state,
noeessary...The interference of the state power in social
relations bocomes superfluous in onc sphere after another,
and then ceases of itsclf, The govermment of porsons is
replaced by the administration of things and the dircction
of the process of production, The state is not labolished!,

it withors away."! (Fngols)

"Only in communist society, when the resistance of the
capitalists has becn complotely broken, when the capitalists
hove disappeared, when there are no classcs, only then docs

'tho statcs..coasc to cxist!, and it 'becomos possible to

speak of frecedom!, Only then will rcally complete democracy,
democracy without any exceptions, be possible and be realizod,...
Communism alonc is capable of giving really complete democracy,
and the more complete it is the more quickly will it become
mnocessary and wither away of itsclf," (Lenin)

With the disappearance of the state (and of the Party, which also no
longer has a function), democracy, or "formal cquality", is superseded
by real cquality:
As soon as cquality is obtained for all members of
socicty in relation to the owmorship of the means of
production, that is, cquality of labor and cquality
of wages, humanity will inovitably be confronted with
thc question of geing beyond formal cquality to real
cquality, i.c., to cpplying tho rule, "from cach according
to his ability, to each according to his necds', By what
stages, by what practical measurcs humanity will proceecd
to this higher aim=wc do not and cannot know,"
With the achicvoment of the higher phose of Communism, socicty reaches
the goal of its long dovelopment: men live in porfect political and
cconomic freedom and equality, the incxorable law of the historical dialectic
apparently ceases to operate, and tho "prehistory of tho human race" comes to

an ond as human life is for the first time guided by human (Morxist)

intelligence.
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